KERALA CENTER TO HONOR SEVEN AT AWARD BANQUETS 2009 ON NOV. 14TH, 2009

The Indian American Kerala Cultural and Civic Center (www.thekeralacenter.net)  will honor seven Indian American Malayalees for their outstanding achievements in their field of specialization or for their service to the society. The awardees will be honored at Kerala Center's annual banquet on Saturday, November 14th at 6.00 p.m. at the Kerala Center, 1824 Fairfax St., Elmont, NY 11003. The chief guest is Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Deputy Permanent Representative of India to the UN. The keynote address will be delivered by Prof. T.V. Paul, James McGill Professor of International Relations in the Department of Political Science and Director of Center for International Peace and Security Studies at McGill University, Montreal, Canada. Prof. Paul will speak on the topic Is India’s Peaceful Rise Possible? According to Prof. Paul, the rise of India as a great power along with China is expected to take place before the middle of this century. As its power capabilities especially in the military and economic arenas increase, India is expected to claim a stake in the global power hierarchy. Will this claim be peaceful or violent? 

An entertainment will follow after the award ceremony. Tickets for banquet can be reserved by contacting Kerala Center at 516-358-2000 or e-mail at thekeralacenter@yahoo.com. This year’s awardees are as follows:
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Councilman Thomas Abraham – Political Involvement

Thomas Abraham is the first elected official for the Indo-American Community, not only in Greater Houston Area but in the entire State of Texas. He is currently serving as a third term Councilman for the numerous awards winning City of Sugar Land celebrating its 50th anniversary. As a First Asian-American, Abraham has been recently elected as a President of Texas Municipal League Region 14, which serves the needs of more than 1,100 cities and towns. At present, he serves as a President of Sugar Land Development Corporation, Chairman of Sugar Land Reinvestment Zone No. 3, and a Board Member on the Houston-Galveston Area Council. As a Council Liaison for Sugar Land Municipal Regional Airport for two terms, he takes a pride for city’s State of the Art Airport, terminal building with a US custom office, and two new additional taxi ways, one of them named as “Taxi India.”  Council Abraham has also been Indian community groups in the Greater Houston area and is a humanitarian who assisted tirelessly in raising funds during Tsunami and Gujarat earthquake in India. Abraham is married to Sarah who is also helps in various community and public service activities.
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Ram M. Cheerath Esq – Public Service
Ram Cheerath has been an immigration attorney who has been providing information on US Immigration, as a weekly free service for the past 6 years in various TV shows including the Malayalam show on Asianet (main channel), and more recently an English show on Asianet affiliates, Suvarna - Kanada Channel, Sitara -Telugu Channel, and Vijay - Tamil Channel. Cheerath has been providing Pro bono legal work, (free legal services) to several non profit social,  cultural and religious organizations for the past 20 years, and on an average at least 10 needy individuals each month. Cheerath has been raising funds and personally contributing  to over 25 non profit social, cultural and religious organizations over the last 15 years  including Public Reading room,  Anganwadi and Health Center in his village; AHMA, an organization for mentally retarded in Trichur; Sukumaran Memorial Trust;  the Deaf & Dumb School in Kunnamkulam and St Philomena's Orphanage in Mallapally.  Married to Radha, who is a top level realtor in the Princeton area of NJ, the Cheerath s live in Cranbury, NJ with their two children.
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Dr. George John – Applied Sciences

Dr. George John is an Associate Professor of Chemistry, the City College of the City University of New York (CUNY). His research interests are in the broad area of organic and macromolecular materials chemistry; specifically includes biobased organic synthesis, self-assembled soft materials for functional applications, templated synthesis of nanoparticles, green chemistry, understanding growth mechanisms of nanostructures and designing new structures and multifunctional nanocomposites. He is in the editorial team of two international journals, Journal of Biobased Materials and Bioenergy and Green Nanotechnology. Prof. John’s research on biobased materials has been widely acclaimed in many journals and publications including Nature, Newsweek, New Scientist and in the New York Times.
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Dr. Krishna Kishore – Journalism

Dr. Krishna Kishore is a widely recognized media professional with accomplishments in both broadcast and print journalism. He serves as the U.S. correspondent and columnist for two reputed media institutions in India – Asianet and The Mathrubhoomi.  Since 2005, he serves as the anchor of Asianet’s “US Weekly Round Up” and the award winning weekly news magazine show “America Today’.  In addition, he has provided over 300 live breaking news reports and commentaries on key events in the United States for Asianet News, including several high-profile interviews with politicians and celebrities. Dr. Kishore is a regular contributor to The Mathrubhumi with numerous front page bylined articles and has a monthly op-ed column on international affairs.  His writing, reporting and unique presentation skills as a journalist continue to win accolades from viewers around the world.  In his full-time profession, Dr. Kishore serves as the U.S. Leader for Knowledge Management for the Technology, Media and Telecommunications Practice of Deloitte and Touche LLP. Dr. Kishore holds a Master of Science Degree from Southern Illinois University and a Ph.D. in Telecommunications from The Pennsylvania State University. Dr. Kishore lives in New Jersey with his wife Vidya, an HR professional and 8 year old daughter Sangeeta. 
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Shaji Kumar, MD - Medicine

Dr. Shaji Kumar is Associate Professor of Medicine, College of Medicine, Mayo Clinic and Consultant at the Division of Hematology, Department of Internal Medicine, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota. Growing up in Aluva, Kumar completed his medical degree at the All India Institute of Medical Sciences in New Delhi and additional training at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN in Hematology and Oncology following which he joined the Hematology Division at Mayo Clinic. Dr. Kumar’s work in the clinic and in the laboratory is focused on understanding the biology of plasma cell cancers like myeloma. He is the principal investigator of several clinical trials evaluating new drugs and combinations for patients with multiple myeloma. In the laboratory, Dr. Kumar has been focusing on understanding the mechanisms by which cancer cells uses the neighboring normal cells to grow and evade different treatments. This knowledge is used for development of new drugs for this disease, examining their effectiveness in preclinical models, with the goal of translating these findings into clinical trials. Dr. Kumar is married to Seema, a pediatric endocrinologist at Mayo Clinic and have two daughters age 7 and 9.
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Sunil Kumar - Entrepreneurship

Sunil Kumar is CEO of Advanced Software Systems (ASSYST), Inc, a CMMi level 3 global information technology services company based in Virginia. He founded the company is 1993 and subsequently set up a wholly owned subsidiary of Advanced Software Systems, Inc. called Assyst International Pvt. Ltd. He has led the growth of the company to its current stage with over 500 employees world wide with mature processes within the organization. He oversees an integrated executive, marketing operations and technology team located in multiple locations. He also supports and advises a Board and interfacing between the board and the executive team. Kumar started his career as a Software Engineer with Digital Equipment Corporation (DEC) supporting their custom development and MRP implementation on the VAX platform in India and Boston, Massachusetts. He was involved in architecting, designing and implementation of various financial systems for DEC clients including Federal Home Loan Bank Board, Westinghouse and Kelloggs. After leaving DEC, Kumar also has served in various capacities as Software Architect, Program Manager and Project Manager, leading enterprise wide initiatives for organizations such as IBM, Boeing (formerly McDonald Douglas), Nortel Networks, Comsearch and the International Monetary Fund. Mr. Kumar holds an undergraduate degree in Physics with minor in Mathematics and Statistics and an MBA in Marketing from Bombay University.
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Dr. T.V. Paul – Arts and Letters

Dr. T.V. Paul is James McGill Professor of International Relations in the Department of Political Science and Director of Center for International Peace and Security Studies at McGill University, Montreal, Canada where he has been teaching since 1991. Paul, a US citizen, was born and lived in Kerala until he was 22, is the author or editor of 12 books published through major university presses and over 40 scholarly articles/chapters. He holds his Ph.D. from the University of California, Los Angles, MPhil from JNU and BA from Kerala University. His books include: The Tradition of Non-use of Nuclear Weapons (Stanford University Press, 2009); and India in the World Order: Searching for Major Power Status (Cambridge University Press, 2002). 

