MINISTR SHASHI THAROOR MEETS WITH INDIAN COMMUNITY GROUPS 

AT THE KERALA CENTER 
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From L. to R.: Kerala Center President Jose Chummar, GOPIO Founder Dr. Thomas Abraham, Minsiter Dr, Shashi Tharoor, and GOPIO Executive Vice President Ashook Ramsaran.

The Global Organization of People of Indian Origin (GOPIO) and the Indian American Kerala Cultural and Civic Center joined hands with other Indian community groups to host a reception/dinner in honor of the visiting India ’s Minister for State of External Affairs Dr. Shashi Tharoor at the Kerala Center on Wednesday, October 14th. Attended by over 200 Indian community representatives from the tri-state New York area, the program also served as an interactive session with Minister Tharoor.
 The program started with formal welcome from the Kerala Center President Jose Chummar and GOPIO Executive Vice President Ashook Ramsaran. Dr. Thomas Abraham, GOPIO’s Founder and Chairman Emeritus conducted proceedings of the meeting and emphasized that NRIs/PIOs want to actively participate in India ’s development and interactive sessions with Indian officials should pave the way for the most effective channel to utilize their resources.
Being an NRI for a long time and returning to India in 2007, Tharoor said that this is a good time to represent India since India has been drawing greater attention all over the world because of its extraordinary economic growth in the last several years. Tharoor said that he has been quite excited about his new assignment as Minister of State for External Affairs. At the reception, instead of a speech, he took up a large number of questions from the audience.
 Answering questions, Tharoor said that he is using India ’s foreign relations platform to increase bilateral trade between India and other countries. On question on the terrorism in India , Tharoor said that the government has placed a high priority on the safety issues in India .
 On relations with Pakistan , Tharoor said that after the terrorist attack in Mumbai last year, Pakistan was not forthcoming in the beginning to arrest and punish culprits which resulted in our bilateral relations. However, things are improving in that front now.
 On the Iran nuclear issue, Tharoor said that although India has historically very close relations with Iran , India will not support the nuclear weapon ambition of Iran since Iran has signed the nuclear non-proliferation treaty and it should follow the rules.
 There were many other questions such as Overseas Indian Citizenship (OCI) card, voting rights for Indian citizens living outside India , NRI property disputes in India , etc. He suggested these issues should be brought in at the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas to the attention of Ministry of overseas Indian Affairs and to ministers and secretaries from several ministries who would present at the PBD. He also recommended to join hands with an established group such as GOPIO to campaign and to bring government’s attention on important issues concerning NRIs/PIOs.
 Other participating organizations were Long island Malayalee Association, NRIs for Secular and Harmonies India, India Empowerment Group, National Indian American Association for Senior Citizens (NIAASC) and Indian Christian Forum. The program ended with closing remarks by GOPIO-CT President Sangeeta Ahuja and a vote of thanks by George Thomas, Secretary of Long Island Malayalee Association.
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